Senior Warden Reflections 
- by  Andy Marks

The Call

Recently, a man telephoned my house when I was at work.  My wife took the call.  The man said he got our number from the voice mail message at St. Peter’s.  My wife listened patiently as the man on the other side of the line described his plight.  He had lost his job, was on the verge of losing his apartment, and his wife was very ill after surviving some twenty-three surgeries.  He went on to explain that he had called every church in the area and none of them seemed willing to help him.  He said he needed a little cash in order to get through the week.  My wife, unable to get a hold of me at the time, called another parishioner, Peter, for some advise.  Peter agreed to go with me to meet this person at the Sentry store in Oconomowoc. As we pulled up, we could see him standing at the entrance of the store.  Although the man was not asking for a sizable amount of money we both had some reservations about the ordeal.  Upon meeting Ed and listening to his story first hand, we decided to go ahead and give him the money.  He thanked us profusely, and promised to repay us.  Peter suggested that when he got back on his feet, he might consider helping someone else in need.  As we drove off,  we wondered if we had just been conned or if we truly helped someone in need.  We both agreed that given the circumstance, we did the right thing. On the ride 

home, we talked about the instability in our world and how so many people are falling on hard times.  With Advent and Christmas on the horizon, perhaps we, individually and as a parish family, might consider getting out of our comfort zones to reach out to people in need rather then waiting for them to find us. 

Priest in Charge

The past several weeks, we have been blessed to have Fr. Kaestner lead us in the Celebration of the Eucharist.  Although no final agreement has been made at this point,  it appears Fr. Kaestner and his wonderful wife, Judy, have developed a bond with our small parish.  On Sunday,  Fr. Jim presided over his first baptism at St. Peter’s.  The baptism of Julia Rose went without a hitch as a full house welcomed her into the Christian world.

The Book Study Finally Begins

Several months ago, we discussed the possibility of doing a book study on Eckhart Tolle’s,  A New Earth.  At that time, many of us purchased the book and began reading.  The time has finally arrived for us to get together and talk about it. Our first get-together was Wednesday, October, 29th.  The purpose of the study (at least in my mind) is to talk about how we can grow spiritually using the book as a possible guide.  A New Earth  is not an easy book to read, but Tolle offers a powerful way to rise above the “ego- based state of consciousness” in order to attain personal happiness and become a catalyst for ending conflict and suffering throughout the world.  I’m hoping that this study will be beneficial to all partakers.  Anyone is welcome to join in the discussions, even if you haven’t read the book. Our second evening of discussion is Tuesday, November 18 at 7:00 PM at Darcy Chester’s home. If you need directions, please don’t hesitate to contact Darcy @ 696-4276.

  Thanksgiving Eve Service

  Please join us Wednesday, November 26 at 7PM for a Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7:00 PM, followed by pie and ice cream in the undercroft.  This is a wonderful time to enjoy 

  fellowship, dessert and an opportunity to give thanks for our  blessings!

A thankful heart enjoys blessings twice—when they’re received

 and when they’re remembered.

Calendar & Times
Nov.  2, Sunday
8:00 AM  Vestry Meeting



All Saints Day
9:30 AM  Rite II Holy Eucharist & Dungaree Sunday

Nov. 12, Wednesday
6:00 PM  Soup/Bread Dinner 


7:00 PM  Evening Prayer

Nov. 18, Tuesday
7:00 PM  Eckhart Tolle, A New Earth Book Study

Nov. 26, Wednesday
7:00 PM  Thanksgiving Service/Dessert following
Nov. 30, Sunday
9:30 AM  First Sunday of ADVENT  (Year B)
Lessons for November
1st LESSON

PSALM
2nd LESSON
GOSPEL

Nov. 2    Revelation 7:9-17

34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3

Matthew 5:1-12

Nov. 9    Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25

78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Nov. 16  Judges 4:1-7

123
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

Nov. 23  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24   100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

Nov. 30  Isaiah 64:1-9

80:1-7, 16-18
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

Remember in Your Prayers
*Pray for final peace for Kathy Alderman who died October 29 at Angels Grace

  Hospice. Pray for her family, daughter, Hilary and sons, Merritt and Sean and 

  their families.

*Give thanks for successful surgery for Judy Kaestner, Fr. Kaestner’s wife. 

  Continue to pray for her complete healing. 

*Give thanks for Julia Rose Zimdars who was baptised October 26 and marked as one 

  of Christ’s own forever.

*Continue to pray for Sabine as she continues her battle with multiple  myeloma. Visit   

  the website devoted to her progress at MySabine.blogspot.com !

*Give thanks for all your blessings this Thanksgiving Day. Join us for Wednesday 

  evening Thanksgiving service at 7:00 PM

*Pray for those who will be hunting and/or traveling during the Thanksgiving Holiday.

*Pray for peace in Iraq and the Middle East and nations of Africa.  

*Pray that our nation and the other nations of the world may share their wealth and 

  eradicate extreme poverty in the world by the year 2015.

*Pray for our church and church family, for its present and its future, that we may 

  grow in Christ and be his light to the world. 

The Spirit at Work!
*Are you depositing your Sentry receipts in the small box in the Narthex? Be sure to 

  have the clerk place the “Funds for Friends” sticker on  your receipt. We will use the 

  1% of receipt totals for outreach. The Sentry in Delafield is the participating store.

*Don’t forget to bring in your non-perishable food stuffs for the food pantry. A basket is 

  provided in the Narthex. (Look for articles about Food Pantries in this newsletter.)

  *Articles for the December newsletter may be submitted at church (put articles in 

  “Treasurer’s folder in the Narthex), or by e-mail to Mbread@att.net. Deadline date is 

  second to last Sunday of each Month. 

Evening Prayer & Soup/Bread Dinners Return

Eight parishioners enjoyed our October Wednesday night Soup/Bread and Evening Prayer gathering. Helen made broccoli/cheese soup and Darcy made carrot soup. Mary made Tuscan bread, French bread and rye bread to compliment the soup dinner. Our next Prayer evening is Wednesday, November 12 beginning at 6:00 PM.  Kathy Marks and Katy Luedke are in charge of soup for the evening.  Evening Prayer will begin at 7:00 PM  Please come and enjoy great soup and bread, fellowship and prayer.

Let’s Celebrate!

Happy Birthdays



Happy Anniversary

Nov. 12
Andy Marks

Nov. 23
Evan Medd

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary or listed it incorrectly, please let us know so we may celebrate with you! Submissions or corrections to the editor please.

All Saints’ Day - November 1  (Edited)

The early Church began to commemorate departed Christians within the first few centuries. The Bible calls all who believe in the Lord Jesus “saints,” because they entrust themselves to God and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit through baptism. As the Church encountered other cultures in its efforts to share the good news, it often found some aspect of the other faiths and showed how its concerns were more fully answered by the Christian faith. In Celtic territory there was, in  pagan days, a fall observance in which the dead were remembered. The change of seasons was regarded as a “thin” time, when the boundaries between the physical and spiritual world were more open. The dead might come back to haunt or to hurt. Offerings could be made to turn aside their retribution. This idea is what is behind “trick or treat.” The Church took advantage of this idea and brought forward the teachings of God’s mercy and the “communion of the saints.” 

The feast of All Saints’ was set at the “thin time” of the changing seasons, with the emphasis on the victory of Christ over the forces of evil. Apostle Paul spoke of the Church as “the Body of Christ” and that believers were connected to one another through the presence of theHoly Spirit. That connection does not end with death. The Apostles Creed speaks of “the communion of the saints,” meaning that all those who believe in Jesus are connected to one another, whether they are alive or have passed into the direct presence of the Lord. Thus, by setting the feast of All Saints in late fall, there was a Christian observance to counter the old pagan one, reminding Christians of the victory of Christ over evil and of the ties that bind, for those who trust in Christ, the living and the dead together.  by The Rev. Charles Sutton, 
Trinity, Whitinsville, MA, Anglican Digest, Michaelmas A.D. 2007

Food Pantry Needs Our Help  by Peg Leitgabel
Unless you have been living under a rock or in a cave these past few months, you are acutely aware we are in the midst of a severe financial crisis. Companies, large and small, are closing or laying off employees. Unemployment figures are climbing to record highs. As a result, requests for help are increasing at food pantries; for some, increasing as much as 300%!  In order that no one is turned away hungry and empty-handed, many pantries are giving help to everyone who applies but with fewer items than previously given. These people need your help. Instead of bringing your donation to St. Peter’s once or twice a month, is it possible for you to bring at least one item each Sunday?  While you do not know who you are helping, you will know that someone gives you heart-felt THANKS!

Sentry “Food for Friends” Stickers by Mary Buerosse
We have collect over $1500 in Sentry receipts over the last many months. We need a minimum of $1000 in receipts to qualify for the “Food for Friends” program which returns to us 1% of our total receipts. We, in turn, give 100% of these proceeds to the North Lake Food Pantry.  Sentry will only accept redemptions the first week of each month.  I will be sending in our receipts the first week of November.  I realize that this return may seem like an infinitesimal amount of money, but consider the benefit any donation is to those in need. It will allow the Food Pantry to purchase any food stuffs or usable products for their clients that are not received by donations. So if you shop at Sentry on Golf Road in Delafield, please remember to ask for the “Food for Friends” sticker on your receipt and place them in the blue basket on the window sill in the Narthex. The Food Pantry and their clients are grateful.  Thank you. 

NOTE: From the Lake Country Reporter, Thursday, October 16, 2008 (Edited)

“The Food Pantry served 85 people in the past two weeks and the requests for help with electric bills, rent and food have been heavy. They nation’s financial crisis will certainly play a role in an ever increasing number at our pantry doors.”





Ron Konieczka, North Lake Food Pantry manager

Serving St. John’s Home in Milwaukee

It happens perhaps twice a year.  Helen Ackley or Pete & Mary Buerosse will not be at St. Peter’s worshipping.  That’s because they are at St. John’s Home on Prospect Avenue in Milwaukee serving the parishioners.  They will do the readings for the day and, if licensed, will be a chalice bearer.  What a great ministry this is!  And Helen, Pete and Mary are on a list with many others Episcopalians from area churches who serve at St. John’s.  Perhaps you remember Walt and Alice Nelson who belonged to St. Peter’s many years ago.  They reside at St. John’s and are always happy to see someone from their “home” church.  If you might be interested in this ministry, talk to Helen, Pete or Mary about what they do at St. John’s.  If you would like further information, you may contact Barb Mangiafico who chairs this ministry and sets up the schedule for serving, 262-246-8611. 

Holy Spirit 101: 


A Weekend to Experience the Fullness of God

A teaching and worshipping experience to know and understand the third person in the Trinity will begin Friday, November 21 at 6PM and end Saturday at 3PM at Bethel Horizons Retreat Center, Hwy 23 and County ZZ, south of Dodgeville.  Retreat leaders are Pastor Rob Nelson of New Heights Lutheran Church and Fr. David Couper, Episcopal Priest.  Topics during the retreat include: Who is the Holy Spirit? What does the Holy Spirit do? How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? How can I make the most out of the rest of my life?  Be prepared for experiential worship, joyful music, and a deeper growth in Jesus Christ. Cost for lodging and Meals: $55.00

 Pre-registration is required. Send you name and check to New Heights Lutheran Church, 1705 Center St., Black Earth, WI  53515 (phone 608-7676-2247).

Singing Rooster Coffee

The Haiti Project is launching an exciting new initiative called Singing Rooster.  This fall they are selling Haitian coffee and 100% of the proceeds go back to Haiti for economic stainability—like coffee agriculture.  Purchasing the coffee means you’ve become an economic partner, helping the Jeannette community become more self-sufficient. One order for coffee has already been placed thanks to Steve Marks.  If you weren’t able to purchase at that time, you may still purchase coffee through the website: www.haitiproject.org. Shipments of coffee leave Haiti every two months. Coffee may be delivered directly to your home ($1.50/bag extra) or to St. Peter’s (free). Price is $8.95 for 12 oz. bag, either whole bean or ground.  There are a few order sheets on the bulletin board in the Narthex, or speak with Steve Marks.

HOPE THANKSGIVING DINNER & AUCTION


Sponsored by Cooperating Congregations of Waukesha County

  Thursday, November 20, 2008
5p.m. - 9 p.m. Country Springs Hotel

The Cooperating Congregations of Waukesha County (CCWC) holds a major fundraiser each year on the Thursday before Thanksgiving to remind us to share our blessings with our neighbors in need. CCWC is YOU coming to the rescue of thousands of people in our community. This year’s dinner will highlight and support CCWC’s Good Samaritan Fund which provides rent assistance for families in danger of becoming homeless and transportation assistance for persons who need help getting to work. Reservations are $60 per person, $600 for a table of 10 or offer a donation on behalf of yourself, your business, your friends or family. For reservations, donations, or more information about HOPE (Helping Other People Everyday) Dinner, please contact Gloriann Gagliano at 262-549-8726.

What Have We Done Today?

We shall do much in the years to come,


But what have we done today?

   

We shall give out gold in a princely sum,


But what did we give today?

   

We shall lift the heart and dry the tear,
    

We shall plant a hope in the place of fear,


We shall speak the words of love and cheer,
    ,

But what did we speak today?

    

We shall be so kind in the after while,



But what have we done today?




We shall bring to each lonely life a smile,

But what have be brought today?

We shall give to truth a grander birth,

And to steadfast faith a deeper worth,

We shall feed the hungering souls of earth,

But whom have we fed today?

 We shall reap such joys in the by and by,

 But what have we sown today?  

 We shall build us mansions in the sky,

But what have we built today?

Tis sweet in the idle dreams to bask;

 But here and now, do we our task?

Yet, this is the thing our souls must ask

What have we done today?

(Nixon Waterman in Barlett’s Quotations

[Boston:Little, Brown & CO., 1919])
Stewardship?

An engineer, a psychologist, and a theologian were hunting in the wilds of northern Canada. They became cold and came upon an isolated cabin. When there was no answer to their knocks, they turned the door knob and discovered the cabin was unlocked. Presuming the hospitality of those who hunt in wilderness areas, they entered. It was small with just two rooms and nothing unusual except the coal stove. The large, pot-bellied stove was suspended in mid-air by wires attached to the ceiling beams. “It is obvious the lonely trapper feels isolated from humanity, and he has elevated his stove so he can curl up under it and emotionally return to his mother’s womb,” said the psychologist. “The man is simply practicing the laws of thermodynamics by elevating his stove off the floor so he can distribute the heat more evenly,” said the engineer. “With all due respect to both of your wisdom, you’re both wrong!, said the theologian. “Hanging his stove from the ceiling has powerful religious symbolism. Fire, lifted up, has been a symbol of the nearness and active presence of God for centuries!” he continued.  While they were all debating and warming, the trapper returned to his cabin.After a quick “Welcome to my humble shack”, the three men posed their question: “Why do you suspend your pot-bellied stove from the ceiling?” His answer was brief and simple, “IT’s just that I had plenty of wire but not much stove pipe.” 

  Stewardship doesn’t just mean utilizing our money or financial resources. The reality is that God has given to some of us more time or more talent than God has given treasure. Whatever the case, God’s will for our life is that we devote it to God as good managers.



Story line from Parish Publishing, New Canaan, CT  February, 2008

