Pastor’s Pen 
Fr. Jim Kaestner

ADVENT PREPARATION AND RESPONSIBILITY 

Whenever a child is born or an adoption takes place in a family, a set of responsibilities takes place. Joseph had to take Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem, a rough journey of about 75 or 80 miles. It would have been impossible for him to make arrangements at the "Inn" as a part of the preparation but he did as well as he could have under the circumstances.

We have the opportunity to plan in advance for the birth or adoption of our children. Our "Book of Common Prayer" is an essential part of the preparation. We have a wonderful "Pastoral Rubric" at the end of the prayers of "Thanksgiving for a Child" to guide us in this. It states: 


"The Minister of the Congregation is directed to instruct the people, from time to time, 
about the duty of Christian parents to make prudent provision for the well being of 
their families, and of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, arranging for 
the disposal of their temporal goods, not neglecting, if they are able, to leave bequests 
for religious and charitable uses."      Page 445 of Book of Common Prayer 

This counsel is important for everyone to follow. If we have a will we need to ask ourselves if it has been examined recently and updated if necessary. Living is in the realm of change, so we 
need to ask "What has changed in my life the past five years? Have my children or grandchildren grown away from needs and embraced a life of fewer needs and now only require a few small things? Is my heart now committed to a new charity, can I help it along? Can I help the parish I belong to maintain its stature and place in this community and what about my diocese? 

After the "Will" is in order we can ask ourselves what sort of arrangements can be made to assist our survivors in making funeral and burial arrangements. A statement describing our most important contacts (family and friends to be notified), basic information about our treasured family possessions that go from generation to generation. A clear statement about the location of our personal records and files along with our accountant's name and financial planner, if we have one.Who knows where my bank records are? Do I have a preferred funeral director and if so what sort of details can I provide for the disposition of my body? Where am I to be buried and are those arrangements already made? 

In this day and age we also need to consider "Durable Power of Attorney Health Issues". What do I want done "in extremis"? Who can make decisions for me if I am unable to because I am incapacitated, (Another form: Durable Power of Attorney). 

If all of these things are in place we will have given our families one of the finest gifts anyone could possibly give. We do pray for the bereaved to "have strength to meet the days to come with steadfastness and patience; not sorrowing, as those without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love;" Book of Common Prayer 

Advent is a season of looking ahead at everything and being prepared for any eventuality "while", as the rubric says, "they are in good health". The coming of Christ was not without its many surprises and in the end we find "Joyful Expectation" fully met. 
What will Rev. Kaestner’s title be?

Fr. Jim Kaestner will be the new Vicar of St. Peter’s Church. Some churches have Priests-in-Charge, Rectors or an Interim. St. Peter’s has had Supply Priests in the recent past. So what is the distinction between them. Fr. Kaestner gave us some help:

*A “rector” is elected by a parish to serve for an indefinite period of time. Technically a “Rector” cannot be fired or dismissed EXCEPT for doing something very naughty or most perhaps for neglect of duties and the parish is coming apart. In those cases there is usually an agreed upon severance.

*A “priest in charge” is usually named by the Bishop for a position. The priest in charge could become the rector or simply remain in that capacity indefinitely.

*An “Interim Priest” serves a parish between the leaving of one rector and the election of a successor. This could take a year or more depending on a number of factors.

*A “vicar” is a marvelous term, very British, for the appointment of a priest to a parish, often in agreement with the parish. A “Vicar” is in many ways the Bishop’s priest and serves for him.

*A “Supply Priest” is VERY TEMPORARY.  A “Supply” might be one Sunday while the “Rector”, “Vicar”, etc. is on vacation or sick or could serve temporarily while things are being sorted out in a parish.                                                           

*A “Parson” is on old title, usually used in the non-catholic traditions or those fighting Catholicism to distinguish themselves. In the earliest years it was a wonderful title taken from a language corruption of “Person”. The priest was the “The Person” in a village. He was the arbitrator, the teacher, the “Go to” individual.

A "Curate" in the Middle Ages referred to a priest having a "Cure". The "Cure of Soul" in a geographical area, i.e. village or town. It is now often used to provide a label for an assisting priest, usually recently graduated from seminary and working under the direction of a rector.

Calendar & Times

Dec.  7,  Sunday
   8:00 AM  Vestry Meeting




   9:30 AM  2nd Sunday of ADVENT  




10:30 AM  50th Ordination Anniversary Celebration

Dec. 14, Sunday
   9:30 AM  3rd Sunday of ADVENT - Deadline for Toys for Tots

Dec. 21, Sunday
   9:30 AM  4th Sunday of ADVENT




   4:00 PM  Lessons & Carols at St. Anskar’s, Hartland*

Dec. 24, Monday
   7:00 PM  CHRISTMAS Carols




   7:30 PM  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Dec. 30, Sunday         9:30 AM  1st Sunday after Christmas
Lessons for December

1st LESSON

PSALM
2nd LESSON
GOSPEL

Dec.  7   Isaiah 40:1-11
85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15

Mark 1:1-8

Dec. 14  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Dec. 21  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

Dec. 24  Isaiah 9:2-7
96
Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14(15-20)

Dec. 28  Isaiah 61:10—62:3
147
Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7
John 1:1-18

Remember in Your Prayers

*Pray for the families who have lost their homes to the recent fires in California.

*Continue to pray for Sabine as she continues her battle with multiple myeloma. 

*Pray for peace in Iraq, the Middle East, India and nations of Africa.  

*Pray that our nation and the other nations of the world may share their wealth and 

  eradicate extreme poverty in the world by the year 2015.

*Pray for our church and church family, for its present and its future, that we may 

  grow in Christ and be his light to the world. Give thanks for our new Priest, Rev’d. Jim 

  Kaestner and his wife, Judy.

*Pray for our Prayer Circle members. (Contact Mary Buerosse if you would like to be a part of 

  this ministry.)

*Give thanks to God for sending us his Son to us at this Christmas time.

The Spirit at Work!
*Please join us for Fr. Jim Kaestner’s 50th Ordination Anniversary Celebration Sunday, 

  December 7 in the undercroft after our morning service!

*Are you depositing your Sentry receipts in the small box in the Narthex? Be sure to 

  have the clerk place the “Funds for Friends” sticker on  your receipt. We will use the 

  1% of receipt totals for outreach. The Sentry in Delafield is the participating store.

*Don’t forget to bring in your non-perishable food stuffs for the food pantry. A basket is 

  provided in the Narthex. (Look for articles about Food Pantries in this newsletter.)

  *Articles for the January newsletter may be submitted at church (put articles in   

  “Treasurer’s folder in the Narthex), or by e-mail to Mbread@att.net. Deadline date is 

  second to last Sunday of each Month. 

Evening Prayer & Soup/Bread Dinner

Ten parishioners, including Fr. Jim and Judy,  enjoyed our November Wednesday night Soup/Bread and Evening Prayer. We enjoyed Potato soup and Mushroom soup made by Kathy Marks and Katy Luedke. Mary brought four different kinds of homemade bread! Looks for news of  our next gathering. Hopefully you’ll be able to join us for an evening of great soup and bread and a quiet time for Evening Prayer.

Let’s Celebrate!

Happy Birthdays



Happy Anniversary

December 3
John Ackley


December 29
Fr. David Couper &

December 10
Joshua Marks




  Sabine Lobitz

December 11
Kathryn Medd



David Abbott

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary or listed it incorrectly, please let us know so we may celebrate with you! Submissions or corrections to the editor please.

Toys for Tots

Pet Leitgabel will be taking our donations for Toys for Tots to the First Financial Bank in Hartland. Please purchase new toys and do not wrap them. Place them in the basket in the Narthex.  The Deadline for bringing in toys is Sunday, December 14. Thank you for your generosity. Many children in our area will be grateful for your gifts.

*NOTE: In past years we have also collected calendars for Peg. She has informed us that our calendars are no longer needed. There will be no collection for calendars.

Food Pantry Needs Our Help 

Thank you to all who filled the Food Pantry Basket in the Narthex last month!  Don’t stop now! Keep up the good work! Christmas and cold weather are upon us and the need will only intensify.  The Pantry also has non-food item needs. They include toothpaste and toothbrushes, toilet paper, shampoo, bath soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent. Please be generous! 

Singing Rooster Coffee

Our coffee from the Haiti Project called Singing Rooster will be arriving soon. Our purchase of the coffee means we’ve become an economic partner, helping the Jeannette community become more self-sufficient. 100% of the proceeds go back to Haiti for economic stainability—like coffee agriculture. Remember, if you weren’t able to make a purchase last month, you may still purchase coffee through the website: www.haitiproject.org. Shipments of coffee leave Haiti every two months. Coffee may be delivered directly to your home ($1.50/bag extra) or to St. Peter’s (free). Price is $8.95 for 12 oz. bag, either whole bean or ground.  There are a few order sheets on the bulletin board in the Narthex, or speak with Steve Marks.

From our Sr. Warden, Andy Mark

It is that time again. The time when we need to plan our budget for next year’s expenses. This year is a little different, however. Economic times are tough and may get tougher. Many of us are keeping a hopeful eye on the stock market. We are hoping for a sign that the economic situation in our country will soon start moving back in a positive direction. some of us have had to cut back on some of our activities and others may be anticipating having to do so in the near future. We may soon have to prioritize the essentials in our lives.

   St. Peter’s operates on a relatively small budget. In the past few years we have had to dip into our endowment fund to meet our expenses. If this trend continues, we may exhaust this fund in a few years.

   As you consider your budget for the upcoming year, I hope that St. Peter’s is one of your essentials. We have grown in many ways over the past few years. We have become the essence of a loving community in faith. Our search for a new priest has collided with a priest searching for a new parish. The match is a perfect fit. Under Fr. Jim’s guidance, our spirituality will continue to grow as evidenced by the short time he has been with us. When making your pledge, please consider the significance of St. Peter’s in your life and the lives of your family members.

NOTE: Pledge offerings may be given to Andy Marks, treasurer Mary Buerosse or mailed directly to the church, attention Treasurer.

The Jesse Tree

“A shoot will spring forth from the stump of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots.” Isaiah 11:1

The Jesse Tree is a way to tell the Story of God in the Old Testament and to connect us during the Advent Season with His faithfulness across thousands of years of history.  Through Bible readings and the symbols which we will hang on our “tree”, we will tell the story of God’s action in our world. We will remember our heritage through Abraham and his descendents, chosen by God to be a light to the nations. We will relive the Israelites deliverance from bondage in foreign countries. We will experience godly leaders like David. We will see kings and religious leaders who served their own interests and worshipped false gods. We will hear God’s Prophets warning them to turn from their wicked ways. We will suffer with God’s decision to let them go their own way and suffer the consequences. We will hear God’s heart for his people. And in due time, we will experience God’s prophets, proclaiming “good tidings”.  And we know the rest of the story of God’s faithfulness to his promise of a Messiah. Please join us Sunday mornings in Advent for this special celebration of Advent. 

THE ADVENT WREATH

     The earliest Advent wreaths were made in the Middle Ages. The first modern Advent wreath was made by Johann Hinrich Wichern (1808-1881). Wichern was a German theologian and educator who founded a home for poor children in the city of Hamburg. The children would question him daily if Christmas had arrived. (Are we there yet?) In 1839 he built a wooden ring made out of a cartwheel with 19 small red and 4 big white candles. The small candles were lit every day of Advent and the large white candles on Sundays.  Eventually, we ended up with the 4 candles, one lit each Sunday of Advent. Around 1860, people started to entwine the wooden ring with evergreen cuttings.  It became a German tradition, subsequently spreading to other countries. 

     The Advent Wreath is full of symbolism. Lighting the candles symbolizes the accumulation of light in growing anticipation of the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of the world in the Christian faith. The circular wreath represents God’s eternity, no beginning and no end. The evergreens symbolize everlasting life.  

     The four candles are usually purple, a color of penitence and royalty. Some Anglicans, Methodists, and Lutherans use blue candles, a color of hope. Traditions vary concerning the meaning of each candle. Some hold that the first candle is the prophet’s candle, meant to signify the hope of Jesus’ arrival. The second is called the Bethlehem candle, reminding Christians that God appeared to them in a humble manner. The third candle is the shepherd’s candle, representing the joy that more than half of Advent is over. The final candle is the angels’ candle, symbolizing their peace and the message of good news. 

    In traditions that use five candles, the first is the Candle of Hope and represents the Patriarchs of the faith. The second is the Candle of Peace representing the prophets who foretold of Jesus’ birth. The third is the Candle of Love representing John the Baptist who came to prepare the way for Christ. The fourth is called the Candle of Joy and represents Mary. The fifth candle, used in the center, is white symbolizing Jesus Christ and is lit on Christmas Day.

THE BELL

I KNOW WHO I AM

I am God’s child  (John 1:12)

I am Christ’s friend (John 15:15 )

I am united with the Lord(1 Cor. 6:17 )

I am bought with a price(1 Cor. 6:19-20)

I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)

I am a personal witness of Christ.  (Acts !:8)

I am the salt & light of the earth ( Matt.5:13-14)

I am a member of the body of Christ(1 Cor 12:27)

I am free forever from condemnation ( Rom. 8: 1-2)

I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant ( Phil.3:20)

I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31 -34)

I am a minister of reconciliation for God(2 Cor.5:17-21)

I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6)

I cannot be separated from the love of God( Rom.8:35-39)

I am established,  anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor.1:21-22)

I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8: 28)

I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit ( John 15:16 )

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12 )

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13)

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5)

I am God’s temple (1 Cor. 3: 16 ).  I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10)

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).  I have been justified (Romans 5:1)

I am God’s co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God’s workmanship(Eph. 2:10)

I have been redeemed and forgiven(Col.1:14). I have been adopted as God’s child(Eph 1:5)

I belong to God

Do you know

who you are!?

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace...”

Numbers 6:24-26 

Lessons & Carols

Surrounded by the candlelit beauty of St. Anskar’s sanctuary, the Choristers of St. Anskar’s accompanied by Vincent LaTona, Organist,  will sing Lessons and Carols at 4:00 p.m., December 21.  Nine readings highlighted by anthems and carols tell the story of the Nativity. Nursery is provided and a reception to follow the presentation.

“Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.”  1 Timothy 6:6-10

Stewardship Prayer


O Lord, giver of life and source of our freedom, we are reminded by the Psalmist that yours is “the earth and its fullness: the world and those who dwell in it.” We know that it is from your hand that we have received all we have, are and will be.


Gracious and loving God, we understand that you call us to be stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of all you have entrusted to us. Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously.


May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Christ in our lives. We pray with grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name.  Amen
-Stewardship, Sept. 2008, Parish Publishing LLC

