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May in the Life of the Church and Our Daily Prayer Life

May 17  ROGATION is a liturgical word rooted in the Latin verb “rogare” meaning “to ask”. In this instance to pray a short litany of blessing upon crops, lands and in modern terms “Environment”. In the Roman days it was a day set aside to implore the gods to give blessing upon the crops.

  The “Rogation Days” are the three weekdays leading up to the Feast of the Ascension of Christ and at one time included the Sunday. At St. Peter’s, we will celebrate the Rogation after Eucharist on Sunday May 17th. This will be after the prescribed dates. However, we will not only bless the fields surrounding the church but will clean-up the section of the highway we promised to care for. There will be a general church, cemetery and yard pick up as well. If any want their yard tools blessed or seeds and plants blessed as well, this is the time to do it. A celebratory Thanksgiving deserves a celebration of Rogation.

   In the middle ages it was common for the Vicar and the congregation to walk the parish boundaries and generally define them. We might have a complaint from our neighboring parish “Blessed Teresa of Calcutta” if we extended our “boundary walk” too far.

May 21  ASCENSION DAY according to the story in the Acts of the Apostles occurred 40 days after the Resurrection on Easter Morning. Church Doctrine has held the belief in the Ascension of Jesus since the year 300. The location of the Ascension is said by Luke in his gospel to have occurred in Bethany but in his Book of Acts of the Apostles he names it has having occurred at 
the Mt. of Olives. The site is not as important as the record of witnesses to the event.

May 31   VISITATION OF MARY: Inspiration of daily Hymns and poetic teaching

   The visit of the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth is one of the most beautiful stores in Gospels. (Luke 1:39-56) The Blessed Virgin goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth is pregnant with John the Baptist. As Mary and Elizabeth greet one another the “wee one” (John the Baptist) apparently makes a large move, “he leaped in her womb”. It is as if the two cousins in the womb embrace joy, wonder and love. Elizabeth reminds us in beautiful words that live on and on, “Blessed are you among women and Blessed is the fruit of your womb” to which Mary gives us, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord”.  

   I don’t think we can leave out Zechariah from the beauty of poetry and praise surrounding Jesus. Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, filled with the Holy Spirit gives us: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.” And who can forget the words of Simeon, the ancient holy man looking for the Messiah as the fulfillment of the prophetic vision. He gives us another expression to remember on our dying day: “Lord, now let your servant depart in peace. My eyes have seen the Saviour whom you have prepared the world to see, a light to enlighten the nations and give glory to the people of Israel.”

   These hymns express our joy and hope every evening when we read Evening Prayer. It is a lovely and comforting way to end a busy day.

Pentecost - May 31

      Pentecost is one of the three most significant feasts of the Christian church, the other two being Christmas and Easter. It is commonly referred to as the birthday of the church. On the Feast of Pentecost the Holy Spirit entered into the lives of the disciples and they began to speak in languages other than their own. The list of languages begins with nations to the east of Israel and moves westward. It is meant initially to address all of the dispersed Jews. This is in keeping with the fact that the word “Pentecost” is a Hebraic word used to describe the feast  that occurs 50 days after Passover. In Judaism it is a day of celebrating the reception of the law by Moses on Mt. Sinai.

     In Judaism, the celebration has the same elements of fire and wind that we find in the Pentecost story of Christianity. In Judaism we have the concept of Moses ascending to the mountain to God. In Christianity we have not only the ascension of Jesus celebrated but now, just as Moses had the law to unify the nation, so in Christianity we have the spirit of God unifying the nation of believers. Even as we read the list of nations and languages, we cannot leap to the inclusion of non-Jews being incorporated into Christianity at this moment. It is a stretch in spite of recalling the Roman (Gentile) soldiers that were baptized by John the Baptist. Everything takes a little while to sink in. (It has always been that way.) When it does sink in the disciples find the courage to share the gift and to urge the church to continue in this teaching and fellowship.

     We sometimes call Pentecost “Whitsunday” because in keeping with the intimacy that exists between the gift of the Holy Spirit and baptism, baptism was always done on the feast day. The candidates for baptism always wore white gowns and therefore it was called “Whitsunday” and can be an alternate name for this Sunday, even now.

**The church exists for a double purpose—gathering and sending out.

Calendar & Times
May  3, Sunday

9:30 am  Holy Eucharist




Mary Buerosse

May 10, Sunday
9:30 am  Holy Eucharist
/ Mother’s Day


Pete Buerosse

May 11, Monday
7:00 pm  Vestry Meeting

May 17, Sunday
9:30 am  Holy Eucharist / Rogation Sunday

Darcy Cheater

May 24, Sunday
9:30 am  Holy Eucharist




Kathy Marks

May 28, Thursday
6:00 pm  Work evening & Pre-Sale for Rummage Event**

May 30, Saturday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm  Rummage Sale to benefit MS

May 31, Sunday
9:30 am  Holy Eucharist
 - Pentecost


Andy Marks

June   1, Monday

  Transferred celebration of the Visitation

Lessons for MAY

              1st LESSON
PSALM
2nd LESSON
GOSPEL

May   3
Acts 4:5-12
23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

May 10
Acts 8:26-40
22:24-30
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

May 17
Acts 10:44-48
98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 24
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

May 31
Acts 2:1-21
104:25-37
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27, 





       
          16:4-15
Remember in Your Prayers

*Keep Sabine in your prayers as she continues her battle with multiple myeloma. She 

  received a stem cell transplant on April 30 and will probably be in the hospital for 3 

  weeks. If you would like to send her a card:


UW Hospital, Room B6-646, 


600 Highland Avenue 


Madison, WI 53792

  The Web-blog address is: mysabine.blogspot.com

*Pray for the containment of the swine flu and for those who are infected with it.

*Pray for those without jobs, the homeless and those who hunger.

*Pray for our leaders, both national and local, and the decisions they make concerning 

  our economy.

*Pray for peace in the world, especially in Iraq and Afghanistan. Pray for our soldiers.

*Pray for the Millennium Goals, especially to eradicate hunger and poverty.

*Pray for St. Peter’s and its family, for the present and the future, that we may 

  grow in Christ and be his light to the world. 

Happy Birthday


Happy Anniversary

May  3
Bill Buerosse



May 9  Bill & Diana Buerosse

May 27  Susan Medd

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary or listed it incorrectly, please let us know so we may celebrate with you! Submissions or corrections to the editor please.

The Spirit at Work!
*St. Peter’s was “bombed” last month!!! Thanks to David Abbott for ridding the church of the 

  pesky beetles. Thanks to Darcy Chester for vacuuming up the remains. 

*The Pick ‘n Save’s WE CARE program account number to benefit St. Peter’s is 808260.  

 Sentry receipts with the “Frunds for Friends” stickers may be placed in the little blue basket in 

  the Narthex.

*Remember to place your non-perishable food stuffs for the food pantry in the basket in the 

  Narthex.

*Articles for the May newsletter may be given to Mary Buerosse or e-mailed to 

  Mbread@att.net. Deadline date is second to last Sunday of each Month. 

St. Peter’s Rummage Sale to Benefit MS

St. Peter’s 2nd Annual Rummage Sale is Saturday, May 30 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Please begin to bring in your donated items after our church clean-up on May 17.  Please have your clothing rummage sorted for Men’s, Women’s, Children’s and Infants, labeled if possible.  Please keep housewares separate and preferably in boxes rather than bags. Please be sure that all donated items are in good condition, i.e. not torn, soiled, broken, in working condition if that applies. We will need paper bags and plastic bags for the last “Two Hour Sale”. We have scheduled a work evening to complete the sorting and marking of the rummage (and early shopping for workers) for Thursday, May 28 at 6:00 pm. Sandwiches will be served.  Help us make this a wonderful fellowship event for a great cause! If you have any questions or would like to help with some of the preliminary work, please contact Helen Ackley or Mary Buerosse.

Annual Haiti Project Appeal

The Annual Appeal for the Haiti Project will take place on May 10 and May 17 with the collection on May 31st. The Haiti Project Annual Newsletter is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Also note, St. James’, West Bend is having their Annual Tea Benefit on May 9. For reserve tickets, call 262-334-4242. St. Mary’s, Dousman, annual Strawberry Fest to benefit the Haiti Project is Sunday, June 28 from noon to 4:30. Haitian coffee shipment hopefully will resume by late May due to last fall’s 4 hurricanes.

esprit d’Brass

St. Matthias Episcopal Church, Waukesha, is sponsoring a fund raising event for their music department. The esprit d’Brass will perfom on Friday, May 29 at 7:00 pm. The two trumpeters, trombonist, French horn player and tubist have polished a vast repertoire of music literature that ranges from 16th century Italy to 20th century Broadway. A post concert reception will be included with your admission. To purchase tickets contact the church office at 262-547-4838 or email: stmatthiaswk@sbcglobal.net. For more information, see the flyer on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

**It’s amazing how much can be accomplished when we quit worrying about who gets the credit.

**Prayer is not a way of getting what we want, but the way to become what God wants us to be.

Kid’s News!

News from the Burton-Naze Family

Kudos to Ty and Lindsey, and all the students at Richfield School who rallied to help the Ziebart and Peters families after the tragic March 29th car accident. Not only did the students at Richfield School respond so bravely under extraordinarily sad circumstances, but they were ready to help on relatively short notice. On May 3, the students and teachers will participate in a Bowl-A-Thon to raise monies to help with medical expenses. Cara would be proud to know there are so many friends to help her brother on his road to recovery.


THANK YOU to our friends at St. Peter’s for your generous pledges.

News from the Medd Family

As a brown belt in Tae Kwon Do, Evan has begun teaching both in small and large groups at his classes at the YMCA. He especially gets a “kick” out of teaching his sister, Kathryn, who is a lower purple belt, and therefore needs to respect the “high” belt!

Kathryn was one of two 2nd graders chosen to talk about what “STAR”, the Greenland school mascot, means to her at the March OASD school board meeting. There was a live audience, the school board members, and she was on TV! STAR stands for:


Sets goals


Trustworthy, Teamwork


Achieve


Respect, Responsibility, Be Your Self

Relationships

- edited/condensed
Do you ever make the time to take stock of your relationships? Do you ever consider how you are doing with family members, business associates, friends, or enemies? Granted, too much introspection is its own trap. An overactive conscience and a desire to please can combine to create terrible insecurities. There is such a thing as unnecessary preoccupation with the state of our relationships. But most of us do not take time to take stock of our relationships. We know we will offend others and others will offend us from time to time and that’s just a part of being human. Relationships are never perfect, and we will never be perfect friends to anyone. God holds our relationships with each other in high esteem. God places tremendous importance on how we act towards others. In God’s eyes, our devotion to one another is second only to our devotion to God. In God’s eyes, our relationships are more important than the upkeep of our possessions or the advancement of our careers. May God grant us the grace to make time to take stock.   - The Rev. Greg Brewer, Good Samaritan, Paoli, PA , via Anglican Digest, Easter, 2007


O God, our heavenly Father, who hast commanded us to love one another as thy children, and hast ordained the highest friendship in the bond of thy Spirit, we beseech thee to maintain and preserve us always in the same bond, to thy glory, and our mutual comfort with all those to whom we are bound by any special tie, either of nature or of choice; that we may be perfected together in that love which is from above, and which never faileth when all other things shall fail. Send down the dew of thy heavenly grace upon us, that we may have joy in each other that passeth not away; and having lived together in love here, according to thy commandment, may live for ever together with them, being made one in Thee, in thy glorious kingdom hereafter, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  -John Austin, 1613
Senior Warden Reflections  - Andy Marks

Rummage for MS

On May 30, St. Peters is hosting its second annual rummage sale.  Last year we presented Sabine and Fr. David with a check for over $1000 for Multiple Myeloma. This year we are donating our proceeds to the Multiple Sclerosis Foundation.  Please mark you calendars, we need all the help we can get for this very worthwhile cause.

The Beam in My Eye

     After most of our guests departed from this years Easter celebration, my wife found herself in a lingering conversation with one of our relatives.  Our friend, who is roughly our age, expressed her fear of dying.  At the heart of her fear was the question “Have I lived a life worthy of heaven?”  Although I was not part of the conversation, the question is truly thought-provoking.  “Have I done enough in my life to be saved?”  When I reflect on some of the gospels and recall the words of Jesus, I sometimes wonder who really has.  Taken literally, some of what Jesus says is not easy to swallow.  One example relates to the story about a wealthy person who asks Jesus what he must do to attain salvation.  We all know how that question was answered.  Although I might not consider myself to be wealthy, as a middle class American I am probably much better off than 90% of the rest of the people who inhabit our planet.  And when Jesus tells us to love our enemies, I can’t name a single person, myself included, that really does. 

     Being non-judgmental is another command that Jesus puts forth.  Becoming a better Christian seems to be a life-long struggle.  If I could make progress in one area, I think I’d at least feel like I was heading in the right direction.  I was raised along with my brothers and sister in very loving Christian/Catholic household. As we were growing up, one of my mothers favorite lines was “If you don’t have something nice to say about someone then don’t say anything at all.”  Not only did she preach this to us, but she lived it.  She, along with her sisters and brother (our aunts and uncle) all seemed to adhere to the same code.  They were truly great role models.  For me, however, I never really caught on.  I’m not implying that I was much different from anyone else.  I have opinions and usually not afraid to express them.  Now, however, as I reflect upon her words once again, I think I finally understand what she meant.  And there is so much more to that simple little statement than first meets the eye.  This was her philosophy for living the Christian life.   In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says “Do not judge, that you may not be judged.  For with what judgment you judge you shall be judged; and with what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you.  But why dost thou see the speck in thy brother’s eye, and yet dost not consider the beam in thy own eye?  Or how canst thou say to thy brother, ‘let me cast out the speck from thy eye’ and behold, there is a beam in thy own eye?”

     Judging others comes very easily for most of us.  Sometimes we may not even be aware of when we’re doing it.  It can be as simple as an expression on your face or a private thought.  I don’t believe it’s wrong to have opinions on what is going on all around us, but when that turns to opinions about other people it might be good to proceed with caution.  For me I hope that I can learn to become less judgmental of others as I try to understand those who see the world differently from me.  We are all a product of our environment, our nurturing, and our own particular circumstances.   To learn to be non-judgmental is to seek a deeper understanding.  For as Father Jim alluded to in his sermon on April 26, we very seldom, if ever, see the whole picture. And how can we judge if we don’t know all the facts. 

St. Peter’s Cookbook Addition!

CHICKEN Á LA SUISSE
(6 servings)
from Helen Ackley

6 medium whole chicken breasts, skinned & boned

1 8 oz. pkg. Swiss cheese slices

1 8 oz. pkg. sliced cooked ham

3 T. flour

1 t. paprika

6 T. butter or margarine

1/2 cup dry white wine

1 chicken bouillon cube or envelope

1 T. cornstarch

1 cup heavy or whipped cream

Spread chicken breasts flat. Fold cheese and ham slices to fit on breasts. Fold breasts over filing and fasten edges with toothpicks. On waxed paper, mix flour and paprika and use to coat chicken.

In 12-inch skillet over medium heat, in hot butter, cook chicken until browned. Add wine and chicken bouillon cube. Reduce heat to low; cover and simmer 30 minutes or until chicken is fork-tender. Place chicken on warm platter and remove toothpicks.

  In a cup, blend cornstarch and heavy cream until smooth. Gradually stir it into the hot liquid in skillet and cook, stirring constantly, until mixture is thickened. Serve sauce over chicken.  

What We Sing - # 460 Alleluia! sing to Jesus!

This communion hymn is much better known among Anglicans than it is among members of other denominations. It was written in 1866 by William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898), a devout High Churchman who felt that the Church of England was lacking in Eucharistic hymns.

  Dix was born in Bristol, the son of a surgeon. After attending Bristol Grammar School he went into business and became manager of a marine insurance company in Glasgow. He was a prolific hymn-writer in his spare time and published four volumes of his own hymns as well as translating Abyssinian hymns and office of the Eastern Orthodox Church. Another hymn which we sing today is #119 ‘As with gladness men of old’. ‘Alleluia! sing to Jesus’ first appeared in Dix’s Altar Songs, published in 1867. It was intended to be sung principally at Ascensiontide and has several references to Christ’s ascension, most notably in the lines ‘Though the cloud from sight received him’ and ‘Thou within the veil hast entered’. It is also interesting in referring to Christ as the ‘bread of angels’, picking up the reference in John 6:32 to ‘the true bread from heaven’.When Dix’s hymn appeared in the appendix to the first edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern in 1868, it was accompanied by a tune specially written for it by Samuel Sebastian Wesley called Alleluia. This is still the preferred tune in Hymns Ancient and Modern, although  it is little sung today. For the 1909 edition a new tune called Adoration was composed by B. Luard Selby, but it is not found in any modern hymn-book. The tune to which the hymn is now nearly always sung is the majestic Hyfrydol by R. H. Prichard. He was only twenty when he wrote this lovely melody, which is also used for #657 ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’.
See Your Connection With Others

“I took part in a retreat once in which the leader gathered the group into a circle and handed out three balls of colored yarn. She asked us to toss the balls back and forth to one another across the circle, each holding onto a piece of it. The result was a beautiful, multi-colored web stretched across the center of the circle. ‘Each of you take turns and wiggle your thread,’ the leader instructed. What we found was that every movement vibrated the entire web. And it dawned on me—this immeasurable truth we were portraying. We are each a thread woven into the vast web of the universe, linked and connected so that our lives are irrevocably bound up with one another. I looked at those faces around the circle in a new way. The old adage, ‘I am my brother’s keeper’— or in this case, my sister’s keeper— melted into something new:  I am my sister. And suddenly I wanted to gather them to me and do what I could to heal them and bless them and affirm to them how beautiful they were.”  




—Sue Monk Kidd in “Communion, Community, Commonweal

*Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.

