JANUARY 2009   HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Pastor’s Pen 
Fr. Jim Kaestner, Vicar


“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word meaning “Manifest” or to make abundantly clear. In our Epiphany Hymn (#135 of the Hymnal) we sing: 


Jesus Lord made manifest in a star ... anthems addressed


Manifest at Jordan’s steam ... and at Cana’s wedding-guest ...


Changing water into wine ... making whole palsied limbs and fainting soul...


Quelling the devils’ might ... bringing good from ill...


Manifest on mountain height shining in resplendent light...


GOD IN MAN MADE MANIFEST


In the “Eastern Church” the exchange of gifts and the celebration of the Incarnation of Christ is Epiphany because this is the time when Christ is made MANIFEST. The occasion is marked with the blessings of homes, the blessing of water, the leaving out of shoes to receive coins just as we do for St. Nicholas and the children often leave little nibbles out for the camels who have journeyed from afar. In the Ukraine they bath in the frigid waters just as some people do around here on New Year’s Day. However, they believe it is a blessing and will keep them healthy.


A part of the tradition is to have an Epiphany Cake and in it are placed little trinkets or coins. The people receiving the coin or trinket are especially blessed. It has been suggest that here at St. Peter’s the “Lucky” people will be the wardens, the snow shovelers and the overall maintenance people. Children receiving the coin or gift will be doubly blessed as God will 
smile on them when they smile at Him. 


We will celebrate the EPIPHANY FEAST at St. Peter’s on Tuesday evening, January 6 at 6:00 PM with Eucharist and simple supper following BUT WITH A CAKE ADDED. The cake will have its due rewards.


The Christian Communion in its broadest definition consist of everyone embracing baptism as the rite of initiation into becoming a Christian. After that, the years of understanding all that Jesus said and did in a universally accepted way has led to divisions or “schisms”, meaning tears and rents in the belief and understandings of the expression of faith we call Christianity. The first major schism that was openly acknowledged occurred in the 11th  Century (1054). It was in that year that two men of equal ability and determination occupied the bishop’s thrones in Rome and Constantinople. It was then that all of the various differences of theological interpretation boiled over and they realized that there simply wasn’t room for both of them to lead. The Patriarch of  Constantinople closed all of the Latin speaking congregations in his city and the Bishop of Rome excommunicated him.


The differences between the beliefs of the church in Rome and that of Constantinople had to do with the creedal statements concerning the Holy Spirit: Was the Holy Spirit of the same substance of the Father or a “like” substance? The Patriarch and the church he was the leader of had proclaimed for 700 years that the word should be “Same” substance. The church of the “West” had declared “like” for an equal number of years. They had managed to tolerate this difference until the two leaders discovered their differences. This went on to the questions of clerical celibacy, unleaven bread verses leavened bread in the Eucharist. Along with these differences the dating of Easter emerged and today we have a “Western Church” and an “Eastern Church”; each of them has experienced its own divisions as we all well know. (It seems to be continuing, in spite of the earliest observers of Christianity remarking: “See how they love one another!”

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church:

Epiphany originated in the East where it was celebrated in honour of our Lord’s Baptism (sometimes also in connexion with the Nativity) from the 3rd Century onwards. It was introduced into the Western Church in the 4th century, associated with the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles in the person of the Magi.

Epiphany Service - Tuesday, January 6

Join us at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, January 6 for an Epiphany service followed by a simple dinner of soup, bread and a special cake.  

A Test of Visions

Solomon said, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.(Prov. 29:18). Match each person with his vision:

1. Obadiah (Obad. 1-2)



a. Ram with two horns

2. Nathan (2 Sam &;12-17)


b. Lord upon his throne

3. Cornelius (Acts 10:3)



c. Destruction of Edom

4. Daniel (Dan. 8:1-3)



d. David was not to build the Temple

5. Ezekiel (Ezek. 37:1-2)


e. Angel of God coming to him

6. Isaiah (Isa. 6:1)



f. Valley of dry bones

Calendar & Times
Jan.  4, Sunday

  9:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Jan.  6, Tuesday
  
  6:00 PM Epiphany Celebration followed by dinner

Jan. 11, Sunday
  
  9:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Jan. 18, Sunday
  
  8:15 AM Vestry Meeting




  9:30 AM Holy Eucharist


Jan. 25, Sunday 
  9:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Feb.  1, Sunday

  9:30 AM Holy Eucharist




11:00 AM Annual Meeting
Lessons for January

1st LESSON

PSALM
2nd LESSON
GOSPEL

Jan.  4  
Jeremiah 31:7-14
84

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Jan. 11
Genesis 1:1-5
29

Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

Jan. 18
1 Samuel 3:1-10
139:1-5, 12-17
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Jan. 25
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
62:6-14
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Remember in Your Prayers

*Pray for the homeless and those without jobs during these cold days of winter.

*Keep Sabine in your prayers as she continues her battle with multiple myeloma. 

*Pray for peace in Iraq, India, the nations of Africa and the Middle East, especially in 

  the Gaza strip.

*Pray that our nation and the other nations of the world may share their wealth and 

  eradicate extreme poverty in the world by the year 2015.

*Pray for our church and church family, for its present and its future, that we may 

  grow in Christ and be his light to the world. 

*Pray for our Prayer Circle.

Vestry Meeting & Annual Meeting Scheduled

There will be a short Vestry Meeting on Sunday, January 18 beginning at 8:15 AM. The agenda for this meeting will be a preliminary to the Annual Meeting which is set for Sunday, February 1.  Please mark your calendar now to plan to stay for the Annual Meeting!

Happy Birthdays


Happy Anniversary

January 30
Rick Luedke


January 26
Andy & Kathy Marks





If we have missed your birthday or anniversary or listed it incorrectly, please let us know so we may celebrate with you! Submissions or corrections to the editor please.

The Spirit at Work!
*Keep your eyes open for our new church pictorial directory! David Abbott has been 

  busy taking  pictures and verifying information 

*Thank you to Dr. Virginia Hayssen who sent a contribution to St. Peter’s for the 

  upkeep of the  church and grounds. Dr. Hayssen’s family, grandfather, grandmother, 

  father, mother and  brother are buried in St. Peter’s cemetery. 

*Thanks to all our creative adults and children for the ornaments used to decorate our 

  beautiful   Jesse Tree.  Thanks to Mary  Buerosse for making a booklet of the Bible 

  passages which helped  us to understand the symbols we used for the ornaments.

*Our great thanks to Peg Leitgabel who transported all of our “Toys for Tots” to the 

  First  Financial Bank in Hartland. 

*Thanks too to all who helped a North Lake family in need celebrate a Christmas 

  through our  help of food and gifts. (We’re going to start much earlier next year!) 

  Thanks to Kathy Marks  for all her efforts to organize, collect, and deliver the items to 

  the Food Pantry.

*The Singing Rooster Coffee is available through the website www.haitiproject.org. 

  You may  also speak with Steve Marks. Order sheets are available on the bulletin 

  board in the Narthex.

*Are you depositing your Sentry receipts in the small box in the Narthex? Be sure to 

  have the  clerk place the “Funds for Friends” sticker on  your receipt. We will use the 

  1% of receipt totals  for outreach. The Sentry in Delafield is the participating store.

*Please continue to bring in your non-perishable food stuffs for the food pantry. A 

  basket is provided in the Narthex. 

  *Articles for the February newsletter may be submitted at church (put articles in   

  “Treasurer’s  folder in the Narthex), or by e-mail to Mbread@att.net. Deadline date is 

  second to last Sunday  of each Month. 

Coffee Hour

Thought about signing up to host coffee hour after church?  Now’s the time!  You can sign up for a week at a time, 2 weeks, or a month, whatever is easiest for you.

If you have never done a coffee hour, have no fear!  There are only 3 easy steps:

· Make a pot of decaf coffee and a pot of regular coffee.

· Provide a snack such as bagels, coffeecake, cheese and crackers… whatever you wish.  Keep it simple.

· Clean up the coffee pots and please unplug them.  Also, clean up the kitchen work area before you leave.

You can even sign up with someone who’s already done a coffee hour to see how it’s done.  Remember that many hands help to lighten the burden of a few.

A Short Biography - Fr. James A. Kaestner


Fr. Kaestner was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on the 17th of August 1935, spending seven years living in Whitefish Bay and then moving to West Allis. He graduated from Nathan Hale High School in 1953 and Carroll College, Waukesha in 1956 with a major in Biology and minors in English and Psychology. After graduation, he spent the next three years at Nashotah House Episcopal Seminary, graduating in May 1959.


Zion Church, Oconomowoc was his place of assignment during seminary and after ordination to the diaconate in December and graduation, he became a personal secretary in the office of the Bishop. In August he was sent on a temporary assignment as curate in St. Luke’s, Racine. In January of 1960 he was named curate to Trinity Church, Janesville, part time chaplain to Milton College and the University of Wisconsin, Whitewater and mission priest to small towns around Janesville. In May of 1960 he married Judith Pallett, daughter of the Rev. Harry Pallett, rector of Zion, Oconomowoc.


In 1961 Bishop Hallock name him priest-in-charge of two new missions, St. Hugh of Lincoln, Greendale and St. Thomas the Apostle in Hales Corners. During the eight years he spent there, he and Judith had three children, Mary Susan, Andrew John, and Peter James.


In 1969 Fr. Kaestner and the family moved to Marshfield, Wisconsin and served St. Alban’s Church there until 1975 when called to serve St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Racine. He stayed there until his retirement in 1998.


In 1998 he and his wife moved to Oconomowoc to a home they built and since then he has served various lengths of time as “Interim Priest” at Trinity, Wauwatosa; St. Paul’s, Ashippun; Zion, Oconomowoc, and Holy Communion in Lake Geneva. In 2000 at All Saints’ Cathedral he was named an “Honorary Canon of the Diocese” by Bishop White.


During his ministry he served on many commissions and boards in the Diocese of Milwaukee and Fond du Lac. He chaired a number of community groups and ecumenical community organizations.


It was in 1955 that Fr. Kaestner initially met his wife in a summer program at Neighborhood House, a “Settlement House” in downtown Milwaukee. It wasn’t until 1959 that they saw each other again. Besides their three children, they have been blessed with seven grandchildren. In retirement Judith loves both teaching others how to create icons and doing them herself. Fr. Kaestner has turned from long distance running to long distance biking. They both enjoy travel to new and exciting places but more often than not is is a return to Great Britain that stirs them. Reading is also a serious component of their life.

Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence - Hymn # 324

This powerful Eucharistic hymn is taken from one of the early liturgies of the Greek Orthodox Church.  It appears in two distinct versions expressing different doctrinal viewpoints. In its original, common form, it is a communion hymn. The other version tones down its sacramental character and the suggestion of the real physical presence of Christ in the elements of bread and wine in the Eucharist. The verses of this hymn are based on a part of the Liturgy of St. James which dates from the fourth century and is found in both Greek and Syriac.The liturgy was first translated into English by J. M. Neale and R. F. Littledale and published in their Primitive Liturgies (1868). The Rev’d Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885) versified a section entitled ‘Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn’ to form this hymn, which is found in most Roman Catholic, Anglican and Presbyterian hymnals. There were some, however, for whom the second verse smacked too much of the doctrine of the real presence. Dr. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) produced an alternative version for inclusion in Songs of Praise in 1931. It appears in the Baptist Hymn Book of 1962. 

Compare the two verses, the first Dearmer’s and the second Moultrie’s, which we sing:


King is he, yet born a servant,


King of kings, yet born of Mary


  Lord of all in human guise,


  As of old on earth he stood,


Truly man, yet God revealing,

Lord of Lords, in human vesture—


  God as love, to mortal eyes;


  In the Body and the Blood—


God with man, he leads and feeds us,

He will give to all the faithful


  He the power and he the prize

  His own self for heavenly Food.





-from The Book of Hymns, Edited by Ian Bradley, 2000

You Preach First - Author Unknown
The first sermon preached each Sunday is not by the minister, but by you. You preach a message of good cheer when you say “good morning” to those you meet in the parking or lot  in the Narthex. You preach a message of “welcome!” when you slide over in the pew instead of forcing others to squeeze in front of you. You preach a message of hope and joy when you sing enthusiastically during the service. You preach a message about the power of prayer when you fervently enter into the time of prayer. You preach a message about respect when you listen attentively. You preach a message of love when you smile, say “hello” and introduce yourself to visitors. You preach a message about faith when you give your offering. You preach a message about the importance of the Scriptures when you open your Bible to the day’s text. Many messages are preached before the minister stands up to bring the sermon. If your message is positive and consistent, then the message given from the pulpit will be much better received!. 
What Can the Early Church Teach Us?  submitted by Paul Citerony

Adapted from Michael Green's, Evangelism through the Local Church, dwells on both the New Testament and later periods. As the advisor on evangelism to the archbishop of Canterbury, his zeal for spreading the gospel shines through his well-researched history. 

1.
It was open to change.  They thought fresh.  Unless the church today is open to change, it will go nowhere.  How are we open to change?

2.
It was open to lay initiatives.  In churches that grow, every member is a minister.  How are we open to lay initiatives?

3.
It was open to faith.  They trusted God.  Their message seemed so ludicrous: a crucified peasant was alive and was God who came in flesh for the rescue of humankind.  How are we open to the historic faith of Jesus Christ?

4.
It was open to speak about Jesus.  They chatted about him and preached God’s Word about the Lord Jesus.  Do we openly speak about Jesus when we are not in church?

5.
It was open to training.  Barnabas went to Antioch then called Paul to come and teach there for an entire year.  Training equips followers to become disciples and then make other disciples.  Men and women who heed God’s call to “Go, make disciples and baptize them!”  How do we train for discipleship?

6.
It was open to love.  Love is the most attractive quality in all the world.  It is the most noticeable trademark of God.  Where love reigns, churches grow!  Are we known as a loving congregation?

7.
It was open to need.  Churches which put themselves out to meet the needs of others in the community grow!  Are we open to and attempt to meet the needs of others?

8.
It was open to shared leadership.  Churches which grow work as a team.  Do we operate as a team?

9.
It was open to dynamic worship.  Worship that is flexible, warm, nurturing and varied.  Growing churches have a deep prayer life and expect God to reveal himself in some unexpected way during worship.  Are we open to this kind of worship?

10.
It was open to outreach.  Three ways led to growth: conversational evangelism (they talked about Jesus and people began to find him for themselves); preaching teams (they sent out teams in the general area with the gospel); and overseas missionary work (they responded to God’s call to tell all the world).  Do we reach out to others?

11.
It was centered on Jesus.  They loved Jesus, they talked (even chatted) about him.  Gandhi once said that a rose never has to invite anyone to smell it; the church had a beautiful fragrance about it which drew people in.  They modeled “Christlike-ness” to the world as they prayed, studied the bible, engaged in fellowship with one another and communion with God through Christ.  Is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ the center of our faith?  


Publisher: Trafalgar Square (Eagle, 1995; distributed in North America by Harold Shaw) 




www.christianitytoday.com/ch/1998/issue57/57h045.html

Answers to Vision Test:

1. c,  2. d,  3. e,  4. a, 5. f,  6. b

Why Go To Church?

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 2,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So I think I’m wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.” This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: “I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But for the life of me, I cannot recall what the menu was for a single one of the meals. But I do know this: they all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me those meals, I would be dead today.              Author unknown

New Year’s Resolution

Live your life in such a way that when your feet hit the floor in the morning, Satan shudders and says, “ OH @&#%&....., he/she’s awake!!”

