The Fisherman’s Net

“Catch the Spirit”

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Highway 83

North Lake, WI  53064

 

Advent         DECEMBER 2009     Christmas
 

Pastor’s Pen
Fr. Jim Kaestner, Vicar
ADVENT CHILDREN HYMN

 

Advent tells us Christ is near; Christmas tells us Christ is here.

In Epiphany we trace All the glory of his grace.


*Then three Sundays will prepare For the time of Fast and prayer,


That, with hearts made penitent, we may keep a faithful Lent.

Holy Week and Easter then Tell Who died and rose again:

O that Happy Easter Day! Christ is ris’n indeed, we say.


Yes, and Christ ascended too, To prepare a place for you;


So we give him special praise After those forty days.

Then he sent the Holy Ghost On the day of Pentecost,

With us ever to abide: Well may we keep Whitsuntide.


Last of all, we humbly sing Glory to Our God and King,


Glory to the One in Three, On the Feast of Trinity.








Written by: Katherine Hankey, 1881

 

*Our present Church Calendar does not distinguish the three Sundays leading into Lent therefore the “()”.

 

     Katherine Hankey was a member of the “Clapham Sect” mostly known for its opposition to slavery and pro-missionary stance. She wrote this hymn when she taught Sunday School in

St. Peter’s, Eton Square, London England.

     The Church Year is, as we have come to know it, a product of setting the date for Easter and 

 the date for Christmas and working backwards to establish Lent as a period of preparation for Easter Baptism and Advent as a preparation for a Feast designed to diminish the pagan celebration of “dies natalis Solis Invicti” (the birthday of the unconquerable Sun, as we know it “Saturn”).  This Roman Celebration began on the 21st of December and lasted for four days.

     As a consequence the Christians appropriated the day as a day to celebrate the incarnation. In Egypt, January 6 was celebrated as the winter solstice when the sun god made his appearance (epiphany) and was honored with light, water and wine. The Christians chose these events and assigned Biblical events to them, namely the visitation of Magi, the baptism of Jesus and the wedding at Cana. 

     Like Easter, Baptism was the main event of these celebrations, hence the Advent preparation was to be solemn and reflective in preparation for the event of the entrance of the “True light that was to light the world.”  Easter follows a similar pattern of preparation for new life and new birth preceded with great reflection, penitence and preparation of a new life in Christ.

     These dates were fixed. Christmas by the Gregorian Calendar and Easter by the lunar calendar. Each of them is significant also because the actual birth of Christ has been established to have occurred not in December but sometime in the spring of the year and Easter by a lunar pattern that sets everything in place for planting and growth and “Life” after a period of preparation.

     As we enter this new Church Year we may want to reflect on the birth and life of Christ given to us in our baptism.

Advent: The Irrational Season

Madeleine L’Engle called Advent “the irrational season.” Allison Gibson reiterates that in her introduction to Advent Adventure published by Forward Movement. “Of all the seasons in the Church year, I find Advent the most difficult to understand. It seems to have so many varied and conflicting aspects.”

  There are three different purposes or reasons for Advent: past, present, and future. All three require some preparation. We observe Advent to prepare for the celebration of a birth in a stable in the little town of Bethlehem in Judea over 2000 years ago. We remember the event with Christmas pageants; some simple, some very elaborate. All, however, take preparation.

   A birthday celebration calls for gifts and feasting. We spend time in Advent buying presents, preparing special foods, entertaining and, of course, decorating our homes in preparation to answer the question, “Are you ready for Christmas?”

  Allison continues “But Advent is more than the remembrance of a long ago event. As Christians, we know that Christ is always coming into the world and into our lives. Our annual observance of Advent offers a fresh opportunity to welcome and make room for Him.” This requires preparation, not just of our homes, but of our hearts. Preparing our hearts calls for self-appraisal to change our self-centered lives and become open to love and generosity. In our church’s tradition, it is a somber season where darkness is gradually penetrated by the coming light of Christ.

  The third Advent message is one we tend to ignore, perhaps because we do not truly believe it. “It is the one that proclaims the Second Coming of Christ to Earth, this time in all His glory. We don’t expect this to happen, at least not in our lifetime. It is such a remote and unlike possibility we have no idea how to prepare for it. However incomprehensible it may seem, it is a promise the Jesus made to his disciples and we dare not ignore it.” 

 

Calendar & Times




     Scheduled Reader

Dec.   6, Sunday
  9:30 am  2nd Sunday of ADVENT

Kathy Marks




                 Blessing of North Lake Food Pantry gifts

Dec. 13, Sunday
  9:30 am  3rd Sunday of ADVENT

Helen Ackley

Dec. 20, Sunday
  9:30 am  4th Sunday of ADVENT 

Pete Buerosse




10:45 am  Greening of the church




Dec. 24
, Thursday
  7:15 pm  CHRISTMAS Carols




  7:30 pm  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Volunteer

Dec. 27
, Sunday
  9:30 am   First Sunday after Christmas

Darcy Chester

 

Lessons for December


1 Lesson
Psalm
2nd Lesson
Gospel

Dec.  6
Baruch 5:1-9
Canticle 4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Dec. 13
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Canticle 9
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Dec. 20
Micah 5:2-5
Canticle 3
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

Dec. 24
Isaiah 9:2-7
  96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14

Dec. 27
Isaiah 61:10—62:3
 147:13-21
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18

 

Remember in Your Prayers

 “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, 

he hears us: And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 

we have the petitions that we desired of Him” (1John 5:14-15)

*Give thanks to God for sending us his Son at this Christmas time.

*Pray for the safety of those who will be traveling during the Christmas holidays.

*Keep Peg Leitgabel in your  prayers as she receives therapy for lymphoma.

*Pray for the containment of the H1N1(swine) flu and for those who have 

  contracted the virus.

*Pray for healing for Charlotte Lobitz who had knee replacement surgery last month.

*Continue to pray for Sabine’s health. Her blogsite:mysabine.blogspot.com

*Pray for our leaders, both national and local, that they make good decisions for our economy.

*Pray for peace in the world, especially in Iraq, Afghanistan and Iran. Pray for our soldiers.

* Remember the soldiers who lost their lives at Fr. Hood and their grieving families.

*Pray for the Millennium Goals, especially to eradicate hunger and poverty.

*Pray for St. Peter’s and its family, for the present and the future, that we may grow in Christ 

  and be his light to the world.

Let’s Celebrate!

Happy Birthday


Happy Anniversary

Dec.    2
John Ackley  

Dec. 29  
Rev. David Couper & Sabine Lobitz  

Dec. 10

Joshua Marks 



Dec. 11

Kathryn Medd 



Dec. 11

David Abbott 



 The Spirit at Work!

*Be sure to read the article on Alternative Giving. The Vestry is endorsing this gifting as the 

  only Christmas project we will do this year. If you would like your “Alternative Gift” for the 

  North Lake Food Pantry blessed, please be sure to bring it to church on Sunday, December 6. 

  They will all be mailed at the same time. The pantry’s needs have greatly increased.

*If you are interested in other needs in the community this Christmas, please see the letter on the 

  bulletin board from Hebron House of Hospitality in Waukesha. St. Matthias will once again be 

  the location for the Waukesha County Men’s Temporary Overflow Shelter. 

*Please plan on staying after service on December 20 to help “green” the church. We will be 

  setting up the Christmas tree, wreaths, and poinsettias. We are asking everyone to bring one 

  poinsettia plant to church that day to help decorate the altar area and the window sills.  

  Many thanks!!!

*Peg Leitgabel, who is receiving treatment for lymphoma , wants everyone to know that all of 

  your prayers are working.  You may send her a card addressed in care of  Dorothy Brady,  

  220 Braeburn Rd., Barrington Hills, Illinois 60010. 

*St. Mary’s Church, Dousman is having a Christmas Craft and Gift Fair on Friday, December 4 

  from 10am to 7 pm and Saturday, December 5 from 8am to 3pm. There is a $1.00 Raffle 

  Ticket Admission. 

*The next Vesrty meeting is January 5 at 7:00 pm. St. Peter’s Annual Meeting has been set for 

  Sunday, January 17. Be sure to mark your calendars!

 

Deacon Apker

This past week David Apker passed away.  David, a retired social studies teacher from Thomas Moore, was a deacon at St. Peters for several years during Fr. David Deakle’s tenure.  During this period, Deacon Apker occasionally delivered the homily at mass.  His sermons were extremely insightful and well-received, and often were connected to the writings of C. S. Lewis.  Under David’s guidance many members of St. Peters volunteered to help serve food to the needy at St. Matthias Church as well as donating shoes to the “Shoe Shed”.  Please keep David and his family in your prayers.  Like so many, he played an important role as an advocate for St. Peters.

 

“Go, Go, Go Joseph”

Our trip to The Fireside Theatre in Fort Atkinson to see “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” will be on Saturday,  April 24, 2010. This popular musical, written by Andrew Lloyd Webber, closely follows the story of Joseph and his brothers as found in the Bible starting at Genesis 37. There is a sign-up sheet with all the information on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Family and friends are welcome. We MUST have a minimum of 20 people going to qualify for the special group discount rate.  Sign up now.  
Payment will be collected in February/March. (Sheila will be collecting the payments. Please do NOT put your payment in the Sunday collection plate.) Are you considering giving this trip as a gift to someone?  If so, see Sheila. She has made up some gift certificates for just that purpose. Any questions regarding this trip should be directed to: Sheila Campbell @ 262-691-4857.

 

Simplify the Holidays with Alternative Gifting  

Consider the North Lake Food Pantry Serving the Needy
     What if, this holiday season, you could forgo purchasing yet another sweater for that difficult-to-buy-for person on your list and were able to give something very meaningful instead? And what if, in doing so, you could avoid scurrying around in the annual shopping frenzy and contribute to the needy? 

     Alternative Gifting is a fun holiday way where you can buy "alternative" gifts for your friends and family by making donations to local charities in their name ..
The North Lake Food Pantry urgently needs our support especially in these times. 
     Luke 6:38: “give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap for the measure you give will be the measure you get back”.                            

     Look for donation slips, cards & envelopes in the St. Peter’s Narthex. They are available for you to use to donate to the North Lake Food Pantry for your Alternative Gifts this Christmas season or perhaps for a birthday, anniversary, graduation or any other special occasion.

     Simply fill them out with the name of the recipient and your name. Return the card with your check, payable to the North Lake Food Pantry, in the enclosed envelope. You may mail

your Alternative Gifting donation directly to the Pantry or bring it to St. Peter’s on Sunday, 

December 6, to have the donation blessed.  Also available are cards you can send to the person in whose name you have given the gift.

 

Give “Singing Rooster Coffee” for Christmas

Steve Marks is taking orders for the Haitian “Singing Rooster Coffee”. Purchasing the coffee means you’ve become an economic partner, helping the Jeannette community become more self-sufficient. 100% of the proceeds go back to Haiti for economic sustainability—like coffee agriculture. If  you give him your order before December 15, you will have it in time for Christmas. 

 

Praise the Lord

     There was an elderly lady who had great faith in God, and also was very exuberant about expressing it. It was her practice to go out every morning on her front porch, raise her arms to the sky, and shout “Praise the Lord!” Her next door neighbor was an atheist who would shout back, “There ain’t no Lord!”

     Every morning this little routine went on. It came to pass that this woman of great faith was experiencing financial difficulty, going through very hard times. One morning she went out on her front porch, “Lord, you have to send me some groceries. I don’t have enough money to buy the food we need. Lord, send me some groceries, and praise the Lord!”

     The next morning she went out on her porch and, lo and behold, there were two big bags of groceries—all the food she needed. She didn’t hesitate to say “Praise the Lord!”  Her neighbor, who had been hiding in the bushes, jumped out and said, “Ha! I put those groceries there! There is no Lord!” Without a pause, she jumped up and down with more joy than ever and yelled, “Praise the Lord! bought me groceries and even made the someone resisting his goodness pay for them!”





- Anglican Digest , Winter 2009

 

Senior Warden’s Reflection   by Andy Marks

The Dilemma


Recently, I stopped at the drug store in order to pick up my prescription.  Each day I need to take a small pill that does the work of my thyroid which was removed a few years ago.  My insurance plan allows for our family to pay a set amount for each generic prescription we buy. On this particular day something unusual occurred.  As the clerk was ringing up my bill, the relatively young pharmacist walked over and looked at my paper work.  As he glanced at the printout, he went on a tirade of how lucky I was to have this particular insurance policy.  He then exclaimed that I wouldn’t be so fortunate in the near future as everything was about to change.  He said that soon I’d be paying a lot more for my prescriptions and that I better prepare myself.  He seemed very upset and agitated.  As I left the store, I wondered where he got his information.  Being a pharmacist, I figured perhaps he had some inside information I wasn’t privy to.  Part of me wondered if he got his information from what I like to refer as “angry radio”, those radio programs that seem to have the sole purpose of creating exactly this kind of reaction in its listeners, often using half-truths to provoke them.  Whether or not the pharmacist was correct in his prediction, I left the pharmacy wondering if what he said was true.


Driving home, my thoughts brought me to somewhat of a moral dilemma.  I did not wish for our family prescriptions to go up or, according to the pharmacist, way up!  Soon, however, I was reminded of a story my wife had told me some time ago.  It was a time shortly after her father had suffered a major stroke in Florida.  During this period of time, she had taken on the role of caregiver.  Living and working in Wisconsin made it difficult but she helped out as much as possible often flying to Florida and staying there for extended periods.  One day while she was helping to care for him, she had to go to the local pharmacy and pick up her father’s medication.   While standing in line she noticed an elderly, somewhat frail man picking up some prescriptions for his wife.  As the pharmacist tallied up the bill, which was in the hundreds of dollars, the man said he did not have enough money to pay for them. He also indicated that his wife might die if she didn’t receive the medications.  The pharmacist asked if he had any friends or relatives that could help.  He said there was no one.  My wife noticed the tears rolling down his cheeks as he walked out of the pharmacy empty handed.  The pharmacist also seemed visibly upset.


As I thought of this story, I wondered if, by me paying more for my medication, others might have access to affordable heath care and prescriptions.  It’s easy to dismiss that it 

wouldn’t, but my dilemma lies in the probability that it would.  I can easily justify my situation; I earned it and I deserve it.  But as the health care debate goes on and on, I have little doubt that this attitude is not what Christianity is all about.  It really is hard to “love your neighbor as yourself”.

I Will Do More

I will do more than belong — I will participate.
       I will do more than earn — I will enrich.

I will do more than care — I will help.

       I will do more than teach — I will serve.

I will do more than believe — I will practice.
       I will do more than live — I will grow.

I will do more than be fair — I will be kind.
       I will do more than be friendly —

I will do more than forgive — I will love.
                          I will be a friend.    Anglican Digest, Winter 2009

 What We Sing— # 56 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

One of the most well-known and favorite hymns is based on the Latin antiphons which were sung in the early Church during the week leading up to Christmas Day. The origin of these short verses is uncertain. They probably date from the sixth or seventh century and were certainly in use at Rome before the ninth century. There were originally seven antiphons . The antiphons were never sung together, but one on each of the seven days leading up to Christmas. Sometime in the twelfth century five of them were put together to form the verses of a single hymn beginning “Veni, veni, Emmaunuel”, with the refrain “Gaude, gaude, Emmanuel, nascetur pro te, Israel” at the end of each verse. In their original Latin form, the verses all began with a long drawn out “O” to express longing for the Saviour. Each described Christ in a different way— as Emmanuel (‘God with us’), as in Isaiah 7:14; Jesse Virgula (‘the Root of Jesse’), as in Isaiah 11:10; Oriens (‘the Dayspring’), as in Malachi 4:2; Clavis Davidica (‘the Key of David’), as in Isaiah 22:22; and Adonai (‘the Lord of Might’), as in Exodus 3:15. The first translation of the Latin antiphons into English was made in 1836 by John Henry Newman. In 1851 John Mason Neale translated the five verses which had been made into a hymn. Several verses that we sing are different than the original translation and verses 2,7 and 8 did not appear in the original hymn:

     Vs. 4  O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free

Vs. 6  O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer

 Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
          Our spirits by thine advent here


 From depths of hell thy people save,
          Disperse the gloomy clouds of night


 And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
          And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

 

Children’s Christian Education   by Trish Hayes

The kids in church have been meeting in the basement during our services and have been having a great time getting to know each other as well as some of the bible stories. Under the direction of Fr. Kaestner the kids have been reading and crafting their way through the Bible. We started our lessons at the beginning: the creation story, and helped the coffee hour with some home made “Adam and Eve” gingerbread cookies!

The swine flu and some sporting events slowed us down a bit but we will continue our journey and keep discovering how to read the Bible and talk about it in kid terms! We craft with clay, paint, play Bible Bingo, color, write, glue, bake, eat, read and ask amazing questions together as we wonder about our world and our awesome God.

Our last group meeting of 2009 was November 22. On November 29th we will start the Jesse Tree with Fr. Kaestner throughout December as we prepare for Christmas. Our “Sunday school” will pick up again on January 9, 2010. Anyone, any age is welcome to join us anytime. Just follow the noise down the stairs!

 

Lord, Purge Our Eyes to See

Lord, purge our eyes to see

Within the shroud, a butterfly.

Within the seed a tree,


Till, taught by such we see

Within the glowing egg a bird

Beyond all creatures, Thee









- Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

 

 

Advent Prayer

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” Amen 

-Henri J. M. Nouwen 

 

Christmas

   As a holy day on the Church calendar, Christmas is a latecomer. One of the early Church leaders, Clement of Alexandria, suggested May 20 as the most likely day for the actual birth of Jesus, but it wasn’t a celebrated occasion. The earliest mention of December 25 as the Nativity of our Lord dates to the year 336. 

   In the Eastern Church, January 6 commemorated the baptism of Jesus as well as the Epiphany and was considered more important than Christmas. By the fifth century most of the Christian world observed December 25 as the day of Jesus’ birth. The Church in Jerusalem held on to January 6 until 549, which is interesting considering that the Church of the Nativity, where the event supposedly took place, was already in existence in Bethlehem.
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