JUNE 2009

Pastor’s Pen 
Fr. Jim Kaestner, Vicar

  The parish newsletter from St. Alban’s Parish in Marshfield had the following story told by its Deacon, Georgeanne Cusic. Georgeanne is the daughter of Walt & Alice Nelson, former members of St. Peter’s. Walt Nelson died in March. The story is titled “Rabbi’s Gift”. It is a wonderful metaphor of the power of a question, “Could it be me?” 

   “There was a monastery that had fallen upon hard times. It had once been a great order, but because of persecution, all its houses were lost or decaying. Only five monks were left, the abbot and four monks 70 years old or older. This was indeed a dying order. Deep in the woods surrounding the monastery was a little hut that a rabbi from a nearby town occasionally used for a hermitage. One day, it occurred to the old abbot to visit the hermitage to see if the rabbi might offer some advice on how to save his monastery.

   The rabbi welcomed the abbot to his hut. But when the abbot explained his visit, the rabbi could only commiserate with him, “I know how it is. The spirit has gone out of the people. Almost no one comes to the synagogue anymore.” So the old abbot and the old rabbi wept together. Then they read parts of the Torah and spoke quietly of deep things.

   When the abbot had to leave, they embrace each other. “It has been wonderful being with you” the abbot said, “But I have failed in my purpose for coming. Have you no advice that might save the monastery?”

  “No, I am sorry,” the rabbi responded. “I have no advice to give. The only thing I can tell you is that the Messiah is one of you.”

When the abbot returned to the monastery his fellow monks gathered around him to ask, “Well, what did the rabbi say?”  “He said that the Messiah is one of us. I don’t know what he meant!”

   In the time that followed, the old monks wondered about the significance of the rabbi’s words. The Messiah is one of us? Could he possibly have meant one of us monks? If so, which one?

   Do you suppose he meant the abbot? Of course, he must have meant Father Abbot. He has been our leader for so long. On the other hand, he might have meant Brother Thomas, who is undoubtedly a holy man. Certainly he could not have meant Brother Elred! He’s so crotchety. But then, even though he is a thorn in people’s side, when I think about it, Elred is virtually always right. Surely it could not be Brother Phillip. Phillip is so passive, but then, he has a gift for always being there when you need him. He just magically appears. Maybe Phillip is the Messiah.

   Of course the rabbi didn’t mean me. Yet supposing he did? Suppose I am the Messiah? O Lord, not me. I couldn’t mean that much to You, could I?

   As they contemplated, the old monks began to treat each other with extraordinary respect on the chance that one among them might be the Messiah. And they began to treat themselves with extraordinary respect.

   Because the monastery was situated in a lovely forest, people still came to visit the monastery to picnic, to wander along some of its paths, even to meditate in the dilapidated chapel. They sensed the aura of extraordinary respect that began to surround the five old monks permeating the atmosphere of the place. There was something strangely compelling about it. Hardly knowing why, they began to come back to the monastery to picnic, to play, to pray. They brought their friends to this special place. And their friends brought their friends.

   Then some of the younger men who came to visit the monastery started to talk more and more with the old monks. After a while one asked if he could join them, then another, and another. So within a few years the monastery had once again become a thriving order and thanks to the rabbi’s gift, it became once more a vibrant center of light and spirituality in the realm. 

    In the words of St. Benedict: “All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ, for he himself will say:  I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  (Rule 53 of Benedict quoting Matthew 25:35)”

    Could it be you?

God Is Real!

An atheist professor was teaching a college class and he told the class that he was going to prove that there is no GOD. He said, "God, if you are real, then I want you to knock me off this platform. I'll give you 15 minutes!" Ten minutes went by. He kept taunting God, saying, "Here I am God. I'm still waiting." He got down to the last couple of minutes and a big 240 pound football player in the class walked up to the professor, hit him full force in the face, and sent him flying from his platform. The professor struggled up, obviously shaken and yelled, "What's the matter with you? Why did you do that?" The football player replied, "GOD was busy; He sent me!"

**We should employ our passions in the service of life, not spend life in the service of our passions.

Calendar & Times

June   7, Sunday

  9:30 am  TRINITY Sunday


Deb Marks

June 14, Sunday

  9:30 am Holy Eucharist


Steve Marks

June 21, Sunday

  9:30 am Holy Eucharist


Susan Medd

June 28, Sunday

  9:30 am Holy Eucharist


Rick Luedke





12:00 - 4:30 pm Strawberry Fest at St. Mary’s, Dousman

Lessons for June

              1st LESSON
PSALM
2nd LESSON
GOSPEL

June  7
Isaiah 6:1-8
29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

June 14
Ezekiel 17:22-24
92:1-4, 11-14
2 Cor. 5:6-10, 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

June 21
Job 38:1-11
107:1-3, 23-32
2 Cor. 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

June 28
Wisdom of Solomon
30
2 Cor. 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43


  1:13-15; 2:23-24


Remember in Your Prayers

 

Praise Him for the promise of prayer-

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he hears us: And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him” (1John 5:14-15)

*Keep Sabine in your prayers as she continues her battle with multiple myeloma. The blog 

  address is: mysabine.blogspot.com   Her stem cell transplant has been successful and immediate 

  fevers have passed.  Prayers are working!!! 

*Pray for the family of Vi Porter, wife of Rev. Boone Porter who was the rector of St. Peter’s for 

  many, many years. Vi died last month in South Port, Connecticut.

*Pray for the containment of the swine flu, for those who are sick and especially those who have 

  died from it.

*Pray for the many individuals around our nation who are without jobs; pray for the homeless 

  and those who hunger.

*Pray for our leaders, both national and local, that they make good decisions for our economy.

*Pray for peace in the world, especially in Iraq and Afghanistan. Pray for our soldiers.

*Pray for the Millennium Goals, especially to eradicate hunger and poverty.

*Pray for St. Peter’s and its family, for the present and the future, that we may 

  grow in Christ and be his light to the world. 

Happy Birthday


Happy Anniversary

June  5
Tyler Naze



June 10  David & Cheryl Claude

June 12  Karley Brumder


June 13  John & Helen Ackley

June 19  Michael Hayes



June 22  Rick & Katy Luedke

June 23  Diana Buerosse
If we have missed your birthday or anniversary or listed it incorrectly, please let us know so we may celebrate with you! Give submissions or corrections to the editor please.

The Spirit at Work!
*Congratulations to Josh Marks who recently graduated from UW-Stout. He will be leaving for 

  Alaska to pursue a career in service management.

*Congratulations also to Kate Marks who graduated from Arrowhead High School. She will be 

  attending UW-Stout in the fall!.

*Congratulations to Steve Marks who “bagged” his first turkey in May. Perhaps he will be using 

  the “Wild Turkey Bake” recipe which appeared in St. Peter’s March 2009 Newsletter!

*Remember to place your non-perishable food stuffs for the food pantry in the basket in the 

  Narthex. Donations seem to go down in the summer months, but the need is always present.

*Articles for the May newsletter may be given to Mary Buerosse or e-mailed to 

  Mbread@att.net. Deadline date is second to last Sunday of each Month. 

St. Peter’s Rummage Sale to Benefit MS

St. Peter’s 2nd Annual Rummage Sale was held  Saturday, May 30 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.The chapel and undercroft were filled with lots of “treasurers!” Thanks to everyone who worked Thursday night sorting and marking rummage and Saturday morning during the sale; to Helen Ackley and Mary Buerosse for all their work organizing the sale; to Stephanie Naze for her wonderful signs; to all those who brought their “treasures” to make the sale so great! The Rummage Sale proceeds of $ 994.50 will be given to Multiple Sclerosis. And as always there are stories that go with the sale. This year we had two women who wanted to walk through the cemetery to locate family members. One woman’s heritage was from Col. Shears who was one of the founders of St. Peter’s. The other woman’s grandfather, George Naylor, is buried here. We also had a gentlemen from Holy Hill who just wanted to see the inside of the church. All in all, it was a GREAT DAY!
Pick ‘n Save “WE CARE”

Pick ‘n Save has notified us that we have accumulated $18.61 for the first quarter of 2009! They will not issue a check until we have reach $50.00.  If you have not already done so, please remember to sign up for the “WE CARE” program at your local Pick ‘n Save. St. Peter’s account number is 808260. After several weeks, please check to be sure that St. Peter’s is being credited with the contributions from your purchases. This money will be given to the North Lake Food Pantry. Thank you for supporting this outreach program.

Sentry’s Funds for Friends

St. Peter’s received $26.76 from Sentry Foods’ Funds for Friends program. To participate in this program, all you need to do is have a “Funds for Friends” sticker placed on your grocery receipt and then bring that receipt to church and place in the blue box in the Narthex. These funds were sent to North Lake Food Pantry. We received the following note:

  TO: St. Peter Episcopal Church:

    “ The North Lake Food Pantry is very grateful for your donation for our clients. After Easter, there is a drop off in donations and we have to carry on until the Thanksgiving season when donors come forward again. Every gift is welcome. Your check will purchase food for a family of four this week.  God bless you for sharing and caring for those in need. 








Yours in the Lord,  Ron Konieczka”

Kid’s News!

News from the Burton-Naze Family

Ty and Lindsey Naze participated in the Bowling Fundraiser at Pioneer Bowl to benefit the Ziebart and Peters’ families who were in the tragic car accident in April that killed Cara Peters and sent Devin Peters to the hospital with neck and back injuries. Ty and Lindsey together raised $500 of the $3,731.68 donated. Ty and Lindsey had a great time bowling with their friends. Ty’s high game was 134 and Lindsey had a 99. (Stephanie was crying the bathroom because her wrist hurt!) The highlight of the afternoon, however, was seeing Devin Peters there bowling with his friends in his neck brace! What a miracle to see a boy who was in ICU only a few weeks prior, out bowling with his friends.

Distinguished Alumnus of Nashotah House

On the 13th of May Canon James Kaestner was awarded the first “Distinguished Alumnus Award” by the Nashotah House Alumni Association. It was awarded in acknowledgment of his fifty year career as a graduate of Nashotah House and faithful ministry in the Episcopal Church.

  The “Proclamation” acknowledged not only his work as a parish priest in the Diocese of Milwaukee and Fond du Lac, but his work in the communities he lived. They included “Civil Rights” and the chairmanship of a Human Rights Council, membership on a hospital board, YMCA board, community health organizations and chairman of the County Cancer Society. There were also ecumenical chairmanships and study programs for clergy of many denominations. Additional involvements included being a Boy Scout leader and membership on the Racine Public School Curriculum Committee. He has been chaplain to a religious community and spiritual director to a number of clergy and seminarians.

  In recent years Canon Kaestner served as Chaplain to students and faculty of Nashotah House and still serves as a co-coordinator of “Fresh Start” (a program allowing clergy new to the diocese and newly ordained to study and share parish and personal concerns in an environment of trusted confidentiality).

  In addition, he is an honorary Canon of all Saints Cathedral, Milwaukee and member of the Alice Sabine Magee Legacy Society of Nashotah House.

  He is married to Judith Mary (Pallett) and has three children and seven grandchildren.

  In accepting the award credit was given to an outstanding constellation of faculty at Nashotah House in the mid 1950’s and fellow students, both bodies preparing him for this day. Their work was enriched by a supportive spouse and children, Mary (Marcus, Andrew Kaestner, and Peter Kaestner.

  (A personal note from Fr. Kaestner:  “It didn’t fit into the above, but I also accumulated enough lifetime running miles to equal the distance around the world.”)

Just a few lessons of life:

*When i doubt, just take the next small step.

**Cry with someone. It’s more healing than crying alone.

**It’s OK to get angry with God. He can take it.

**Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about.

Junior Warden Report

Steve Marks
     I guess brother Andy ran out of things to say.  I know this is hard to believe, but I am asked to give my two cents this month.  With that said, I really want to take this opportunity to thank people who keep St. Peter’s running like a finely tuned watch.  Most members do not realize the amount of time and effort it takes.

       Primarily, I would like to thank Fr. Kaestner and his wife Judy, for their ongoing efforts to keep our spiritual well-being on track.  Since they came to us, we have not missed a beat.  Our Sunday worship is spiritual and educational,  with a little humor added from time to time.  Every Priest who has been with us over the 23 years I have been attending St. Peter’s add  their own twist to our little parish and Fr. Kaestner is now added to our historical list.

     Julie Falk, our organist who gives us wonderful music on a weekly basis.  Our two Sunday school teachers, John and Dave, deserve much credit for taking on that task.  Our Rummage Sale directors, Mary and Helen, are once again giving life to our second annual sale to support another worthy cause.  Our newly trained acolytes work weekly on the altar along with Peg Leitgabel who keeps the altar needs up to par.

     I also want to thank all the members of the vestry who are now meeting on a more regular basis to make decisions relative to church operations.  We would all agree that the two main members of this group would be Andy and Mary.  Andy for doing the majority of  work to hire on Fr. Kaestner and running the Church as a whole.  Mary for her ongoing efforts of keeping our finances in order.  This is an enormous task, as weekly she deposits our receipts and pays our bills, along with many other tasks that need to be accomplished in a timely fashion.  We are so fortunate that the Buerosse families decided to join us along with the Ackley’s who almost immediately volunteered to get involved with the Vestry!

     Last and not least, I want to thank all members of St. Peter’s who are physically and financially supportive of our little Parish.  We continue to be provided for in many ways, most of all with true friendships developed through a common relationship with God.

Christmas, Easter, and ...  (Edited and greatly Condensed)
  Of the three principal holidays of the Church year, two are well known and widely observed. The third of the holidays is the one least well known, least observed, and, paradoxically, most connected with how we live. Christmas and Easter are wonderful celebrations, but they are preliminary. God first came to us in the person of Jesus, and then went to the cross for us, died, and was raised, not to show off, but to give us what we needed to be transformed. Until that transformation happens, the story is unfinished and the true meaning of those holidays unfulfilled. It may be that transformation is not fully accomplished until we are born from this life into the life to come. But at Pentecost we claim what we can of that transformation here and now, for ourselves and for our world. As the birth of Jesus is at the heart of the Christmas story, and interaction between Jesus and the Father at the center of the Easter story, so Pentecost is the account of how the Holy Spirit is part of our story. The focus shifts — the God at whom we have been looking at Christmas and Easter comes to indwell us at Pentecost. This is the festival of God leading us into understanding all that we already know, in a way that makes us completely different. On Pentecost we leave one life behind, and begin to enter a new one. May the Spirit open the door to that new life to you, and may you find yourself at home in it.  —The Rev. John g. Hartnett, St. Elizabeth’s, Ridgewood, NJ







via The Anglican Digest, Pentecost 2009
St. Peter’s Cookbook Addition!

Effortless Spinach Salad  

8 oz. fresh spinach
Dressing:

1/2 cup feta or goat cheese, crumbled
1/2 cup balsamic vinaigrette salad dressing

1/4 small red onion, thinly sliced
2 T. orange juice

1/2 cup Craisins Sweetened Dried Cranberries
1 tsp. orange zest, optional

1/4 cup toasted slivered almonds (optional)

Wash and clean spinach. Tear into bite size pieces and place in a serving bowl. Add half of the feta or goat cheese and onion; toss to combine. Combine dressing ingredients in a small mixing bowl. Pour over salad and toss to coat. Sprinkle with remaining cheese. Top with Craisins and almonds. Serve immediately. (I found this recipe on the back of the Craisins package. With so much spinach in the garden that came up from last year, this has been an easy way to enjoy it fresh. I used Good Seasons salad dressing without the orange juice and it was delicious)
What We Sing - #390 Praise to the Lord!

This is a German hymn in origin and is traditionally accompanied by a thoroughly German tune. It was a particular favourite of Frederick William III of Prussia. The hymn is freely based on the early verses of Psalm 103, “Bless the Lord, O my soul: And all that is within me, bless his holy name.” The second line of the fourth verse also strongly recalls the last verse of Psalm 150: “Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.”  ‘Lobe den Herren’ was written by Joachim Neander (1650-80). His brief but full life is covered in the notes to ‘All my hope on God is founded’, another hymn that we know and love (See Hymn #665). It first appeared in a collection of his hymns entitled Glaub-und Liebes-übung (or Alpha and Omega), published in 1860. In 1863 Miss Catherine Winkworth (1829-78) translated the hymn for her Chorale Book for England. Miss Winkworth was the foremost translator of German hymns into English in the nineteenth century.

Camp Lakotah Welcomes You!

 Camp Lakotah is a great environment in which campers can create wonderful memories and lasting friendships. It’s a safe place where new and challenging adventures are undertaken with guidance and encouragement. Around every tree awaits friendly people and fun activities! Sailing, fishing, archery, arts & crafts, geo-caching, swimming, nature exploration, and more! The campground opens June 28 and ends August 15. For more information and registration forms, please check the bulletin board in the Narthex. (This is the previous Camp Webb in Wautoma)

“Responding to Newsweek’s report on the decline of Christian America, 

  American’s Christians assert their faith....

  I’m an Evangelical because I like attending a church with 9,000 members, a rock band and a 

 
lobbyist in Washington

  I’m a Catholic because... Well, my grandparents came from Ireland.

  I’m an Episcopalian because I like tradition without too many actual rules.

  I’m a Methodist ‘cause my mother makes me go to church with her on Christmas and Easter.”




—Horsey, Hearst Newspapers Tribune Media Services

Why Worship

I am grateful to be part of a parish where people are pretty clear that we do not exist just to worship God and care for one another, that the focus of our energy needs to be outward, on “Making God’s Love Visible in downtown Memphis and the world”, as we often say! I also appreciate people who understand that God does not NEED our worship. What kind of God would that be? We know that we cannot win salvation or change God’s mind or secure special treatment from God by offering acts of worship. Whew! God’s blessings are a gift. But then, why do we worship? Why not just cancel worship and go door-to-door collecting canned goods for the hungry each Sunday? Wouldn’t our activism pave the way for the Kingdom more quickly than our worship does? Well, actually, most of us need both worship and action. I certainly know that I need to be engaged in a personal process of transformation if my efforts in the world are going to make matters better, not worse. It would be downright arrogant for me to think I can make the world a better place, unless God is making ME a better person at the same time. Daily prayer and Bible reading, along with the time I spend worshiping God with others, are a necessary prelude to my having an effective ministry. this is a good time to call to mind all our faults and failures and wonder “Who am I to think I can make a difference?: My personal answer is: “I am a person who has been nourished by hearing and struggling with Holy Scripture in a trusted community. I have been fed with spiritual food and drink at my Lord’s Table. And now I am ready to serve.” I wish I could tell you that sophisticated twenty-first century Christians can skip this step, but I’m afraid we still need our time in church—maybe more than anyone!



-The Rev. Dr. Andrew MacBeth, Calvary, Memphis, TN 






via The Anglican Digest, Pentecost, 2009

